








































































He was  fascinated by pregnancy,  and  this woman’s big belly brought 
forth a mixture of sweet and painful recollections. The creative process 
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man what’d  do what  I  just  did  don’t  deserve  to  live. When you do 
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Life of Grange Copeland,  by  realistically  delineating  the  life  of  Grange 
Copeland. Facing everyday hardships, Grange’s main concern is to survive the 
crop-lien system, which was de  facto slavery by another name,  through  its 
rigidly hierarchical structure. It is reasonably assumed that his violence against 
his wife  and  his  son,  Brownfield,  is  deeply  rooted  in white  supremacy. 
Therefore, in previous studies, Grange’s behavior has been mostly construed as 
the reactions of an archetypal black male against white male dominance. Even 





the danger, as an equal human being he  tries  to cross racial boundaries  in 
order to console the grieving woman. Consequently, her refusal of his approach 
and her hatred of blacks cause her to slip into a pond and die. Despite the fact 
that he had got  a glimpse  of  the human bonding beyond  race,  after  she 





　　  After  Grange  returns  to  Georgia,  his  emotional  growth  becomes 
reinforced by understanding the  lonely battle of his son’s wife, Mem. She  is 
more marginalized  than Brownfield,  living  in  a  cabin  on  a white man’s 


















The understanding Grange has obtained  in his  life can be  interpreted as his 







on to him through generations and  it must continue  in  the next generation. 
Hence,  in condemning violence, Grange voluntarily  takes  responsibility  for 
breaking off his human bonds  in  the same way that Mem did. As a result, 
Grange’s achievement of his  full humanity, which  is “a state of oneness,”  is 
firmly passed on to Ruth.
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